THE FENWICK TRIAL
and continuing disgrace at the hands of William pleaded fo*
themselves at Saint-Germains.
Europe believed that the death of Queen Mary would
greatly weaken William, and the Jacobites at home and in
France looked forward to his speedy downfall. But in fact,
owing largely to the concord re-established in the royal
circle3 he appeared at first even to be strengthened by his
loss. His principal Ministers and advisers had long been
Marlborough's friends, and were united with him by many
open and some secret ties. The death of the Queen only con-
solidated the general accord of this strong and powerful group.
Well was it so, for a new danger was already approaching.
The campaign of 1695 brought William his one success in the
European war. He besieged and retook Namur in the teeth
of the French armies, which now that Luxembourg was dead
could find no better leader than a certain Marshal de Villeroy,
destined afterwards to a more serious reverse. Some of
Anne's friends and advisers urged her to make this happy
event an occasion for establishing more agreeable relations
with the King, and the Princess was eventually persuaded to
send him her respectful but cordial congratulations. Sarah
had been against this letter, expecting that it would only be
treated with disdain. Her instinct was well founded. Since
nothing happened, Marlborough a fortnight later wrote to
Bentinck:
17 September 1695
This trouble is occasioned to your Lordship by a report we have
that the pacquetboat is lost which went from Harwich with the
letters of the 3rd instant; the Princess having written one of that
date to the King to congratulate His Majesty's good success in the
taking of Namur, and being apprehensive her letter may have been
lost with the pacquet, and that the King may not have received
the marks of her concern and satisfaction for that great honour
and advantage to His Majesty, has commanded me to enclose to
Your Lordship a duplicate of her letter of the 3rd, desiring the
favour of you to give it to the King, in case the former has been
lost, and in case you find he has had it already, to spare His Majesty
that trouble.1
1 Correspondence of William and Portland, ii, 67-68.
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